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tive criticism of Romesh Dutt was regarded in conservative
Government circles as disloyalty, unworthy of a former civil
servant who had sworn loyalty to the administration. His
suggestions fell on deaf ears, though looking at them in
retrospect one can only marvel at their moderation. The
result was that the administration persisted in its economic
and political policies which progressively deepened the
alienation of the people. It is no' wonder, therefore, that
within less than a generation of Romesh Dutt's death his
moderation had lost its appeal.
Romesh Dutt's entry into active politics, and specially
his acceptance of the office of President of the Indian
National Congress in 1899 needsi no explanation in the
modern context. He had served the British administration
in order to serve his country better. The stage had, how-
ever, arrived when he felt that he could be of greater ser-
vice to the country outside the administration than from
within. At that stage, he resigned from the service. As
a patriotic Indian his loyalty was fundamentally to his
country. His adherence to the administration was, as it
must necessarily be to all patriots, only a means to serve
the country. Even when he resigned from the service he
saw no basic conflict between the interests of administration
and those of his country, but he felt that he could influence
the policies of the administration better and orient them
more effectively for the greater interests of his country
from outside. There was no act of ingratitude, no dis-
loyalty to the basic causes he had served, in his resignation.
Those who accused him of such ingratitude and disloyalty
gave away their own case, for they could justify such accu-
sation only on the assumption that there was a conflict
between the then administration and the interests of the
country. It is only on the assumption of such a conflict
that Romesh Dutt could be accused of being ungrateful to

